Trip #6 — Episode 1: Repositioning Charles ... to Charleston!

As many you may have noticed ... over the past few weeks, winter seemed to be
approaching. Which meant it was time for us to start thinking about skipping town and
heading south.

The problem is that one of us feels the need to be home for Christmas. But keeping
Charles in the northern climate till after Christmas would mean having to “winterize”
Charles, a process that neither of us wanted to attempt for fear of screwing it up and
destroying everything in Charles that could be destroyed by freezing terperatures.

So, instead, we chose to “reposition” Charles, which is basically what we did last year
when we stored Charles in Las Vegas. But this year, for a variety of reasons, we decided
to travel straight south and east instead of going south and west.

Fortunately, the day we chose to cross the border, there were hardly any cars — and zero
exploding cars! (That happened about two days later, and at a different crossing.)
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The next day, it
rained. From
the time we left
to the time we
finally stopped
driving.

That was fun.

But by the end of the drive, we got to Mount Airy, home of Andy Griffith. It was only
fitting that we stay at the Mayberry Campground, which was quite pleasant once the
rain stopped.
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The office was filled with Andy of Mayberry memorabilia and of course, our site was on
Andy Griffith Blvd. (Did I mention that Andy Griffith is one of Jim’s heroes?)
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From Mount Airy, we drove to the outskirts of Charleston. We spent American
Thanksgiving having a day of rest in a lovely campground, and enjoying a traditional
Thanksgiving burger.




The next day, we drove into Charleston and went on a walking tour. Our guide, Dennis,
told a good story, and we were not at all surprised to learn that he had a former career
as a minister.

He added a lot of
colour to the stories
about the city’s role in
many of the most
significant turning
points in the country’s
history. I had been
concerned that the tour
might pay tribute to the
Confederates, but
Dennis was clearly on
the “right” side of that
discussion.
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He started in this park with a statue of George Washington, commemorating an
important visit Washington made in 1792.




Apparently, George made a lasting impression on Charleston — and vice versa.

Ini the' Erench and Indianawar,: hough only 23, Colonel Washington
demonstrated unﬂmchmg courage and extraordmary leadership while under

During the Revolutionary-War,"General Washington commanded the
Continental Army against-superior-forces. He devised the strategy of
marching on the British:in Virginia while the French fleet prevented an
escape by sea. Washington trapped General Cornwallis at Yorktown in
1781, capturing 7,000 troops and winning American independence

As a Virginia delegate to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in
1787, Washington, serving as the assembly's president, provided the moral
authority and quiet leadership needed to facilit compromises. Even at
this time, he was known as a "Founding Father." Following ratification of
the Constitution, he was unanimously elected the first president and
inaugurated in New York on April 30, 1789

Pr ent Washington toured the southern states in 17¢ His enormous
personal popularity served as a significant force in binding the former
thirteen colonies into a single nation. On May 2, he la i at Prioleau’s
Wharf, one block south of the Exchange and Customs House. While in
Charleston, President Washington met with numerous officials, planners

merchants, worshipped at St. Michael's and St. Philip's churches,

ke to various gatherings of citizens and attended several balls held in
his honor.

He also enjoyed the hospitality of two fraternal groups of which he was a
vember - the Masons and the Society of the Cincinnati. In his diary, he

s several complimentary notes about Charlestoniar Referring to a
concert held at the Exchange, Washingt remarked that "there were at
| t 400 ladies - the Number and appearance of which exceeded anything

of the kind | had ever seen.”

Washington was unanimously re Confronted with the
competing philosophies of northe L sn and southern planters,
President Washington had a uniq I rec ize a promote the
- ablished the tradition of
transition of power gto t he managed his
n, entertained many visitors and aine valued political and

military advisor until his death on : 4

'!! his many achievements, he 1ost loved for his honesty. George
hington's reputation for in
361 children continue ta be ta
shington could not tell a lie

The rest of the tour featured a combination of stories about Charleston’s colourful style
and its painful history.

The colourful part was everywhere — in the character of the buildings and gardens and
the characters themselves.






They call this Rainbow Row ... for obvious reasons.
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Even the graveyards and cemeteries had their own unique character. (And by the way,
we learned the difference between the two. Maybe everyone knows, but in case you're
as under-educated in these things as we are, a cemetery is on church grounds. A
graveyard is not. Thank you, Dennis.)




Pink seems to be popular in Charleston.
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But when it comes to pink, this Huguenot Cathedral definitely takes the prize. Built in
1844, it’s recognized for having the only French Calvinist congregation in the United
States, and the church itself is the oldest Gothic Revival church in South Carolina. It's
been designated a National Historic Landmark.




We went to the Powder
Magazine, built in the early
1700s to store gunpowder,
which came in handy during
the Revolutionary War.

This innocuous little building
had walls so thick that if the
gunpowder exploded, the
walls would hold.
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And here, we learned that before cotton, rice was the main driver of the economy in
South Carolina, and many of the Africans who were kidnapped and carried across the
ocean were valued because of their skills in growing rice.

Profits from rice production fueled
the economy of colonial South Carolina.
Thousands of people were captured
and imported from West Africa because
they had the skills and knowledge to
grow rice. By 1740, 66 percent of the

colony’s population was enslaved.

White South Carolinians feared insurrection and the Spanish policy
of freeing runaway slaves who reached Florida added to their concerns.

In response the government enacted a new slave code. In 1739 this volatile
situation exploded into armed rebellion.




While walking down this lane, we learned about the bricks we were walking on. They
were made in a time when child labour was the norm.

The bricks would be fired and then rolled in sand. But the children often picked them
up before they were cooled off, so their handprints were imbedded in the bricks.




And we learned about Robert Smalls, an African American who rose from slavery to
working on a ship for the Confederates. But he had been quietly learning everything
about the vessel and the coastline, and when the opportunity arose, he stole the ship,
gathered family members and navigated toward the Union blockade. He eventually
became a 5-term representative in Congress. Apparently there’s finally being a movie
made about him!

ROBERT SMALLS

Robert Smalls was bora into slavery on April 5, 1839, in Beaufort, South Carolina.
: In 1851, he was sent to work in Charleston to earn money for his owner.
At the age of 23, he was a crewman on the steamer Planter,
an armed transport in seryice to, the Confederate defenders of Charleston.
On May 13, 1862, Smalls, with a crew of other enslaved men, embarked on
a daring dash for. freedom. Before dawn, without alerting the guards,
he piloted the Planter from Southern Wharf'to North Atlantic Whartf;,

near. this spot, picked up his family and guided the vessel past the
harbor defenses to the Union ships blockading Charleston harbor.
This heroic act of brayery made him a national hero and contributed to
the Union war effort. Following the Givil War; Smalls was elected to
both houses of the South Garolina Legislature and then
seryed five terms in the United States House of Representatives.
He ended his long life of public service as (6] '

Collector of Customs at Beaufort,
5, and where he is buried.

Erected by, the
City of Charleston
May - 2012

where he died on February 23, 19]




After all the walking and learning so much, we decided to reward ourselves. We
wandered into this very stylish hotel — the Vendue — and took the elevator to the
rooftop bar for a little refreshment.




Then we headed back to Charles and our campground on James Island, a State Park just
outside of town. We enjoyed the light show along the way.

But the light show was just beginning at our campground, where we had been warned
by the management that there would be a LOT of traffic coming into the park for their
annual Festival of Lights that was starting that night.



They weren’t kidding! It took us about an hour to get into the park.

But it was fun to see all the colourful displays.
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We didn’t go through the whole park, but this was the only religious display we saw.

Unless down here, it’s the flamingoes that came to herald the newborn king?




The next day, we decided we’d return to Charleston to go through a museum we had
learned about during our tour the day before: The Slave Mart. Dennis had told us
stories about the market and the museum, and we felt it was important to go back and
understand more about this place.
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These signs explain the market’s history. They appeared just after the city banned
selling enslaved people and “other goods” in public places.




We had tried to steel ourselves to what we would see and learn at this museum. But it
was hard, and we only lasted a while.
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A trader moving enslaved blacks to Charleston had work to do before

the sale. Tired and ragged from the journey, the slaves were not ready
for the auction block.
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chains and cuffs from the slaves’ limbs so they could re§t anq Ifeal.
Once here, he put slaves in the barracoon (jail) behind this building.
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LEST WE FORGET: THE TRIUMPH OVER SILYANV-B RoY:

ver 27,000 of the esti-

mated 50,000 voyages

from Affica to the
e have botn & 0
and an estimated 9.5 million
Africans survived the Middle
Passage and settled throughout
the Americas. The voyage could
last from one to three months. A
frightening and dehumanizing
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on ships in the Middle Passage
shackled male slaves below deck
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¥ 200 millones de personas que
descienden de los mallones de
africanos originales. Son la
primera evidencia y la mds funda-
mental del triunfo de bos negros
exclavitad.
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107 YEARS OF PROGRESS

4 mnumyfmmnumramwmaybmmlwmmempuu.c
sale al my home 2 Miles South of Versailles, Kentucky, on McConn Ferry Pike, on

MARCI'I 1st, 1 849

all my personal property, "f

.'_.» =

$20 Reward:

Runaway or stolen, from the subscriber,
a negro woman and two children.

The woman is tall and black, and a few days before she went off,
I burnt her with a hot iron on the side of her face.

The woman’s name is Bettey, commonly called Bet.

ADVERTISEMENT
NORTH CAROLINA, 1838




We decided to end our tour, knowing that as bad as things are today, and although
there’s still a lot of change that needs to happen, we have come a long, long way.



We decided to end our visit by driving around one more time to remind ourselves of
the elegance and beauty that is Charleston.
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Next stop: Savannah



